[Enzymes of snake venoms].
Snakes' venom is a mixture of biologically active substances, containing proteins and peptides. A number of these proteins interact with haemostasis system components. Activators and inhibitors affecting blood coagulation and fibrinolysis systems are of special interest. Venom components can be classified into three main groups, such as procoagulants, anticoagulants and fibrinolytic enzymes according to their action. This review is focused on enzymes from Agkistrodon halys halys venom. They are thrombine-like enzyme, named Ancystron-H, flbrinogenolytic enzyme, protein C activator and platelet aggregation inhibitor. Ancystron-H is used for determination of fibrinogen level in blood plasma of patients undergoing heparin treatment and blood coagulation inhibitors accumulation. The fibrinogenolytic enzyme can be used as the instrument for protein-protein interactions in fibrinogen-fibrin system. The protein C activator is used for protein C level determination in blood plasma with different pathologies. Functions of the platelet aggregation inhibitor, belonging to disintegrins group, can be used for development of antithrombotic preparations. Information about the use of snake venoms in science and medicine is presented.